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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus, 
 
 I was visiting recently with a friend.  He looked tired, depressed.  I asked what was troubling 
him.  Like so many others, he rehearsed a litany of woeful tales; the economic crises and resulting 
stock market decline, the rising cost of goods and services, the international crisis of wars, economies, 
and commodities, and the state of confusion in the church.  My friend said, ñI am just tired, tired of 
the bad news.  I feel down, like the sky is falling and I canôt stop it.ò 
 I remember, too, the tales of woe that would arise each autumn in Western Michigan.  The av-
erage daily temperature was falling rapidly (by mid -October the daytime high would average 45 de-
grees) and the sky was becoming almost perpetually overcast (the winds blowing eastward across Lake 
Michigan caused the cloudy weather).  It seemed that everyone was mildly depressed, down. 
 To be occasionally discouraged is, I think, a part of the human condition.  It is, in the end, an 
acknowledgment of our humanity, of our human weaknesses and limits.  We are not really in control 
of very much.  We are limited in what we can accomplish and in our ability to influence the course of 
human affairs.  Our failures and our sense of powerlessness, while potentially depressing, are also an 
important beginning or renewal of our own faith journey, its eternal promise and ultimate goal.  
 As we watch the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team play in the World Series there may be some 
ñlessonsò to be learned; not so much by the final outcome but rather by the process.  At the beginning 
of the season few expected the Rays to have a winning season.  It had been a very long time since the 
Rays had won more games than they lost in a season.  The players on the team were not well known, 
the total compensation for all players was among the lowest in professional baseball, they were in one 
of the most competitive divisions in the major league.  Nevertheless, this year they have played in the 
World Series. 
 There are at least three possible reasons: 1) a brilliant manager/coach/teacher; 2) a sense of 
mutual dependence among the players-that they could do together what no one member of the team 
could do alone; 3) a sense of destiny, this was ñtheir yearò. 
 Those same lessons can guide us when we feel depressed, down.  Remember, our manager/
coach/teacher is Jesus.  It is He who encourages us, guides us, teaches us, loves us and forgives us. 
 We the church are mutually dependent.  We need each othersô gifts.  We are not lone rangers, 
we are a family of caring, supporting, loving, and forgiving people.  Those gifts are offered freely by the 
people of God to the people of God. 
 We are drawn into a more glorious future by the promise our God has made, a promise that we 
will live in His glory and wonder, surrounded by those we love.  
 Perhaps now is the time for a spiritual re-awakening in us and in our nation.  We are discover-
ing again that money can not save us, only our Lord can do that.  We can focus on Godôs love and 
mercy, not on bailouts and empty promises.  Just as surely as the sun shines even when hidden behind 
the clouds over Lake Michigan, so the mercy, grace and love of God continues to shine in our hearts 
day by day.  Like the Tampa Bay Rays, so we the church are strengthened when we rejoice in our mu-
tual interdependence. 
 Look then not at the stock market for security and hope.  Look rather upon the face of our Lord 
Jesus.  Trust not so much in our elected leaders, rather trust on the power and love of our God.  Seek 
not so much to receive another bailout, rather seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness; then 
all that you need will be given to you! 
  
Faithfully Yours,  
 
 
The Reverend Edward R. Rich, Rector 
  

  The Wheel 



REGULARLY SCHEDULED  
SERVICES 

Saturday: Holy Eucharist @ 5:30pm  
Sunday:  

H.E. 8am 
H.E. 10am 

Wednesday: H.E. & Healing 10am 
1st & 3rd Thursday: 
H.E. @ John Knox 

2nd & 4th Thursday:  
H.E. at University Village  

 

CHRISTIAN  
EDUCATION 

Sunday: 9-9:50am 
Tots Class: 10-10:30am 
Tues. 9:30am-Womenôs 

Bible Study 
Wed. 10:45am-Rectorôs 

Bible Study 
 

Wed. Choir practice-
7:30pm 

COMMISSIONS 
MEET  

1st Wednesday of 
each month 

 
COMMITTEES 

MEET 
2nd Wednesday of 

each month 

November 2008  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

      1 

2 
All Saints Day 
banners @ 
10am service 

3 4 
Election Day  
 
Office Closed 

5 6 
Adult Ed: 
Gospel of 
Mark -7pm 

7 8 
Pageant re-
hearsal:10am  

9 
Concert Se-
ries: 4pm  

10 11 12 13 
Adult Ed: 
Gospel of 
Mark -7pm 

14 15 
Pageant re-
hearsal:10am  
B&G Workday  
8am-noon 

16 
St. Cath-
�H�U�L�Q�H�¶�V���'�D�\�� 
Pledge cards 
returned  

17 
Christmas 
Stocking re-
turn deadline  

18 19 20 
Adult Ed: 
Gospel of 
Mark -7pm 

21 22 
Teacher 
Training: 
10am-noon 

23 24 25 26 
Joint Service 
with COR: 
7pm 

27 28 29 
Pageant  dress 
rehearsal:  
10am 

30 

Chil-
�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
Pageant:  

      


