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Dear People of St. Catherine’s,
Just today it seemed to be ever so slightly less hot than it has
been! Can it be that Fall has arrived? It’s not very dramatic in
Florida, but even here, the light is different as we roll into
October. The crepe myrtle has run its course and the air is less
sticky. If that’s what we get for Fall, I’ll take it!
In church also, the light changes, the feel of the air, the sense of
the people all change. We are in the last stretch of the church
year. It is pledge campaign time and we get back to business. It
is the last Fall I will be with you, now that the search committee
has received names and is working in earnest to discern the
priest God is calling for your new rector. I admit, I am a little
weary. Not because I don’t still enjoy being with you, leading
you forward, and helping prepare the way for your new rector. I am almost 75 and with my
wife’s illness I am more tired than I used to be.
But, October is a lively month and we still have work to do to follow Jesus, give a cup of cold
water to those who thirst, welcome children and imagine a world of peace and justice. Two
moments in October, particularly, call to me. First, on October 10, we will sing “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” hymn 599 in our hymnal. This rousing hymn gave its name to the hymnal of
African American songs and hymns that we sometimes use. It has words by the great African
American poet James Weldon Johnson, with music by his brother. For almost a century it has
been sung as an anthem of hope, remembering the “stony road we trod,” hoping for a new day.
It is a wonderful hymn. There is a movement seeking to designate this as our national hymn.
Our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry has been a leader in this effort. Whether there is
political will to do so remains to be seen. But let us sing this hymn on October 10 and rejoice
in the gift of such music – as we gather our pledges under the theme Every Perfect Gift.
The next Sunday, October 17, we will celebrate the Interfaith National Children’s Sabbath.
Begun by Marion Wright Edelman, this annual weekend, calls attention to our nation’s
children, especially those who suffer from poverty, oppression and discrimination.
Throughout our country, Christians, Jews, and Muslims – who often fight over trivial matters
– will join in lifting up our children and seeking hope for them.
I hope you all are staying well. Covid is still with us. My wife and I just received our annual
flu shots and I urge you to do the same. God is still with us. What good news!
Peace,
Allen W. Farabee, Interim Rector

AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S

Notes from the Senior Warden
For almost three years now, as your Senior Warden, among
other “duties and responsibilities,” I’ve been writing articles for
the Wheel monthly, sending out letters to all via email when
important events needed to be shared, and praying, LOTS, for all
of you, and for myself, too. Last month as I was preparing my
article, despite the dire news of the COVID pandemic, children
suffering and dying from the virus, vaccinations waning in their
efficacy, news of earthquakes, and hurricanes, and the seemingly
precipitous evacuation of Afghanistan, I was filled with hope!
Our Search Committee had met with me and the Diocesan Transition Minister, and was about
to begin the hard work of reviewing candidates who felt called to be the 5th Rector of our
beloved St. Catherine of Alexandria, assessing their gifts to see if they would be a good match
for the faithful pastor called to lead us forward in our journey to do God’s will, to “do all such
good works” as the Giver of Life, the Sustainer of Life “hast prepared for us to walk in.” It
had been a long time coming, but my heart, our hearts were lifted to God, and for the first time
in a very long time, I could see light at the end of the tunnel.
Bernice called. We hadn’t seen her for a couple of weeks as she was visiting family. She’d
just driven straight from Pennsylvania, and with all we had to catch up on, the Search
Committee, Vestry, Finance Committee and the new budget, the difficulty we were having
resuscitating Christian Formation in the age of COVD, and our concern for our favorite
Interim Rector, all she was interested in talking about was, “How is your father?” Bernice
knew, as most do, that for me the sun rises and sets on my “Daddy” who is living with COPD,
like Bernice, but he is dependent on his concentrator 24/7, and for him life is not easy, but still
a gift, a perfect gift from the giver of every good gift. I had no idea talking to Bernice that
immediately following our conversation she would be transported to the hospital via
ambulance, and, a short time thereafter, that she’d be gone, as Fr. Allen put it so beautifully,
“passing into the glory of God’s love and mercy.”
Grief overwhelmed me. I can’t explain why. I’ve served at countless Memorial services, dear,
dear friends who have gone on to see Glory, and I’ve rejoiced, for them and for my life, richly
blessed by their presence in it. Nothing made sense, least of all my Wheel article.
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It’s been a month. This Saturday we will celebrate the life and blessing of our sister,
Bernice. May she Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. There is Good News! As we’ve been
hearing in the Letter of James, we worship a God who is generous and steadfast, a God who
is a giver of gifts that can be received from nowhere or no one else. Our God speaks to us
through our experience and gives us Wisdom and insight. Breathe. Breathe in God’s love.
May it transform our hearts and give us strength.
Fall is in the air! Breathe.
May God’s peace, the peace that “passeth all understanding,” be with you, always,
Manon Alewynse, Senior Warden

Notes from the Junior Warden
I wanted to give a brief update on our HVAC systems at the
church. If you have noticed it has been quite warm during
our Sunday services. This was due to the 4 units that cool
the sanctuary and narthex not functioning at full capacity.
Out of 4 units only 1 was at 100%, one was at 75%, and 2
were not working at all. The company we hired to do the
work went through the whole building and did routine
maintenance such as replacing filters, cleaning coils,
clearing drain lines etc. They also diagnosed the previously
mentioned issues. Repairs will have been made by the time
you read this (keep fingers crossed) and the Sunday services should be much more
comfortable.
Next repair to tackle will be new roofing for the parish hall and education wing. More on
that later.
Respectfully,
John Grupposo, Junior Warden
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Notes from the Treasurer
The past year plus has wreaked havoc with most of our daily lives
because of the Covid Pandemic. Each of us has personally
experienced or know someone whose life has been adversely affected
by this dreaded pandemic. Most every aspect of our lives has been
affected and that certainly holds true for the financial operation of our
parish. We have a pivotal time for our financial wellbeing coming
soon. The Stewardship Campaign for 2022 will begin in October.
Our parish response to this campaign will be important to our financial
future as we move forward in 2022.
We look forward with great excitement and expectations to having a new rector in 2022. A new rector
requires a more costly compensation and benefits than that we currently compensate our interim rector. A
new rector requires additional expenditures for pension contribution, health care insurance as well as
increased salary and benefits. In addition, we are unsure of the past revenue we generated from Tai Chi
renting our facilities for their weekly classes. Tai Chi likes our facility and conducting classes here but
they have not been able to resume their classes since the pandemic started last year and what will happen in
2022 is uncertain at best.
These two major factors will make our 2022 Stewardship Campaign more important than ever. Over 80%
of our parish income is generated from pledges made by our parishioners so 2022 remains pivotal in our
financial position for the upcoming year and the welcoming of our new rector.
We ask each of you to consider all the blessings you have received in this life and to return a portion of
those financial blessings to our Lord through St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church via your
pledge for 2022.
Our parish did receive two PPP loans in the last twelve months through our bank. Both these loans have
been totally forgiven by our bank.
As we have stated through several monthly articles in this newsletter there are several different ways to
make your contribution:
 You may make your contribution on line through our website at www.stcathtt.org.
 You may either mail or drop off your contribution to the church office during business hours,
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
 You may place your contribution in the collection plate on Sunday.
It is important for each of us to take care of ourselves and our families during this time of pandemic. Our
church family is very important to us and also very supportive. Our faith and trust in our Lord is
comforting during these trying times. We thank each of you for your continued support and commitment
to St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church. May each of you and your families stay healthy and
safe. This too shall pass.
May the Lord be always with you.
Terry Bechtel, Treasurer
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We have heard for many years at this time of the year about “living in generosity”.
At St Catherine’s we have been “living in generosity” without being consciously aware it was
something we were and are doing. St Catherine’s has long had a reputation for being a church
where people are warmly welcomed. Fellow parishioners have come back to our church after
visiting other churches because they were welcomed – at the door by our greeters, at the
request to fill out information for a name tag and at the offering of a breakfast well-cooked by
fellow parishioners.
These are opportunities that God has given us, to share and to spread His love to a world that
so desperately needs and wants to feel God’s love. This is the time, this is the place and we are
the people that God has called to this task – each of us in our own unique way sharing our gifts
of time, talent and treasure.
It is exciting to dream of all the ways we can spread God’s love as we look to the time when
we will have our new Rector, when we can lift our voices together with joyful prayer and
singing – when we can give even more to the community around us as we have done with the
backpacks filled with school supplies for students in need at Temple Terrace Elementary
School, the food donations every week to the Corpus Christi Food Bank and the snacks and
socks given to patients at the nearby Veterans Administration Hospital.
Despite the challenges presented by Covid-19 this past year, we have continued our traditions
of caring and reaching out to one another, our community and the world in uncertain times.
Come, continue to share with us in these traditions that we will
continue to follow by sharing your time, your talent and your
treasure. These are traditions to build on as we as we look to
develop even more ways of spreading God’s love. We are all
enriched by each other’s presence at the church we love. What a
gift to share!
Paul Johnson, Stewardship Committee
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FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Reminder, any loose offering made on the first Sunday of each month goes to the
Rector’s Discretionary Fund.

ST. CATHERINE’S IN-PERSON SERVICE
Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Sunday at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM.
At this time, everyone must wear a mask when you come to in-person worship. Singleuse masks are available as you enter the church if you do not have one. We will continue
administering Holy Communion as we have been – administering the bread only, single
file at the center of the communion rail.
St. Catherine’s 10 AM service is livestreamed to our Facebook page and YouTube
Channel at 10 AM.

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
And the God of Peace shall be with you - from Philippians 9:4
The Search Committee met on September 1st to review our Search Process Manuals, a
new tool being provided by our Diocese to all newly formed search committees in
SWFL. We closely reviewed our Parish Profile and the Survey results which many of you
participated in. This information helps guide your Search Committee members.
We met again on September 22nd with Canon Norman and received a packet of applicant
details, including cover letters, resumes, and Ministry Portfolios. Another meeting was
held on September 29th. Sermon links were received and we spent a week reading,
listening, discerning, discussing, and praying for wisdom and guidance. The Search
Committee meetings will continue into the first week of October as we are scheduling
brief zoom interviews with some of the candidates presented.
It is our goal to present the Vestry with four Candidates for Rector this month. We are so
close! Thank you for your patience and trust. We ask that you continue to hold our
committee in prayer as we near completion of this process with God as our guide.
Ellen Buckley, Search Committee Chairperson
PRAYER FOR OUR SEARCH
Almighty God, giver of every good gift, look graciously on St. Catherine’s Church, as we search for a
new rector. Be ever present in our midst, and so guide our community and the candidates, so that we
may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for Your people and equip us for our ministries; through our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN.
6

AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL FOOD PANTRY
St. Catherine's supports the Corpus SUGGESTED FOOD DONATIONS
Christi Society of St. Vincent dePaul
Powdered Milk
Food Pantry. The food donations helps Peanut Butter
Canned Pasta Sauce
those in Temple Terrace and surrounding Canned Vegetables
communities with food insecurities. Beans - canned or dry Canned Fruit
Place donations of non-perishable food
Canned Soup
Canned Meat / Tuna
items in the shopping baskets in the
Cereal
church entrance.
The food pantry also needs clean empty egg cartons and plastic grocery bags.

WEEKLY CENTERING PRAYER ZOOM MEETINGS
Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina: Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 AM
Centering Prayer: Wednesday evenings fr om 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Email Renee Graham, rgraham618@gmail.com to be added to the Zoom invitee list.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE
Flowers and/or sanctuary candle allow us to r emember loved ones or celebr ate
families & friends. Click here, https://signup.com/go/RZCDMmo, to sign up for an
upcoming date. When signing up for flowers, please allow two weeks to allow time to
place the order with the florist.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Please join us on Facebook for a weeklong discussion/blog
Adult Christian Education @ St. Catherine’s and click on “Join Group”

NEXT OPPORTUNITY FOR BAPTISM
The next opportunity for Baptism is on November 7th.
Please contact Fr. Allen Farabee if you would like to be baptized.
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“Thankful Pumpkin” Idea
Take a moment and count the blessings in your life.
This is the perfect fall centerpiece to keep us focused on gratitude this Thanksgiving.

What you’ll need:
 Pumpkin (faux or real, any color, needs to be somewhat smooth)
 Sharpie (be creative)
What you’ll do:
 Each day, everyone writes something on the pumpkin that they’re grateful for
that day. It can be done in the mornings with breakfast or in the evenings with
dinner. Both work, but it really just depends on your schedule.
 Start at the top of the pumpkin by writing, “We are grateful for…” and continue in
a spiral around the pumpkin each day. Keep this practice up until Thanksgiving.
 Ultimately, the pumpkin will have a giant spiral of gratitude around the outside.
All filled with things your family is grateful for this year.
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October Reflections
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October Reflections
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October Reflections
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October Reflections
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October Reflections
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CHRISTMAS IN October
Christmas
Flowers and Music
It’s that time of year!
The Altar Guild and Choir are beginning to make plans for the
Advent Season and Christmas at St. Catherine’s.
Only 58 days until Advent.
Flowers and music are a glorious way to
memorialize loved ones and share messages of thanksgiving
as we prepare for the joyous arrival of the Christ child.
Please consider making a contribution to offset these costs. There are several
ways to make a donation for Christmas Flowers and Music.


Enclose a check or cash in the Special Offering envelope found in the pew,
note the name or prayer intention, along with your name, and place in the
offering plate or mail to the church.



If you use Pledge envelopes, there is dedicated Christmas Flower envelope
with your Pledge packet. Fill out intentions and place in the offering plate or
mail to the church.



Complete the following and place in the offering plate or mail to the church.
Name: _____________________________________________
is contribution $______________ toward the Christmas Flowers
and Music offering
Dedication: _______________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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October SERVICE SPOT

SUNDAY 03-Oct-2021 10-Oct-2021 17-Oct-2021 24-Oct-2021 31-Oct-2021
8 AM
Reader

S Gough

S Sharma

E Buckley

R Norris

D Grupposo

S Gough

D Grupposo

E Buckley

R Norris

D Grupposo

W Williams

J Grupposo

D Clark

W Williams

J Grupposo

10 AM
Reader 1

P Johnson

C Temple

J AverillSnell

B Devoll

J Wiggins

10 AM
Reader 2

R Eubank

B Devoll

N AverillSnell

T Bechtel

C Harlow

10 AM
Usher

T Bechtel

J Grupposo

S Armstrong

M Temple

J Delgado
Miller

K Grant

M Grant

B Devoll

T Grant

8 AM
Acolyte
8 AM
Usher

10 AM
Acolyte
Live
Stream

A Riefler / K Carpenter /
A Boehning K Carpenter
J Boe

D Grupposo S Armstrong

Altar
Guild

Team Mary Team Martha Team Mary Team Martha Team Mary

Counters

T. Bechtel /
R. Schultz

T. Bechtel /
R. Schultz

T. Bechtel /
R. Schultz
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T. Bechtel /
J. McQuaid

T. Bechtel /
J. McQuaid

ALTAR FLOWERS and SANCTUARY CANDLE
A beautiful and powerful way to remember our loved ones and to celebrate our families and friends.
Sign up for Altar Flowers or the Sanctuary Candle by clicking on the following link: www.SignUp.Org.
When signing up for flowers, please allow two weeks to allow time to place the order with the florist.

Suggested Donation $10

Suggested Donation $50
October 3, 2021
October 10, 2021
October 17, 2021
October 24, 2021
October 31, 2021
November 7, 2021
November 14, 2021
November 21, 2021
November 28, 2021
December 5, 2021
December 12, 2021
December 19, 2021
December 26, 2021
January 2, 2022

Bernice Hull
still available
still available
still available
Ronelle Norris
still available
still available
Wiggins
Bernice Hull
still available
Eleanor Wells
still available
still available
still available

October 3, 2021
October 10, 2021
October 17, 2021
October 24, 2021
October 31, 2021
November 7, 2021
November 14, 2021
November 21, 2021
November 28, 2021
December 5, 2021
December 12, 2021
December 19, 2021
December 26, 2021
January 2, 2022

Debby Amon
Lane Carpenter
Susan Gough
Manon Alewynse
Anna Dixon
Marty Quire
Rachel Rubottom
DeeDee Schatzberg
W. Robert Seitz
Rachel Crescentini
Brenda Hunter
Don Whittemore

Frank Johnson & Joan Kaywell 10/10
Lois & Michael Gonzalez
10/16

10/03
10/05
10/06
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/09
10/09
10/14
10/14
10/14

Caycee Kolka
Judith Powell
Bob Crescentini
Riley Boehning
Karen Branch
Robert Lang
Fred Powell
Scott Cook
Patty Hansen
Paul Johnson

Judy & Stan Brown
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John & Diana Grupposo
Sandra Boehning
still available
Ronelle Norris
still available
Bernice Hull
Susan Scully
still available
still available
still available
still available
Christmas Donations
still available

10/26

10/16
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/22
10/26
10/30
10/31

Directory UPDATES
Please inform the Church Office of any changes in your address, phone number or e-mail.
If your birthday or anniversary is not included in the celebration list, it is because we do not have that
information. Contact the church to update at 813-988-6483 or email Admin@stcathtt.org. Thank you!

Directory Updates

We will keep a running list for corrections to the directory.
NEW changes will be in RED with a star.
Chris & Ellen Buckley - Address: 1211 N. Riverhills Dr. Temple Terrace FL 33617
Cell phone: 813-495-5709 (no home phone), Email: ellensb5891@gmail.com
Sybil & Bert Catala - Address: 11312 Linarbor Place. Temple Terrace FL 33617
Diana & John Grupposo - Address: 18934 Pebble Links Cir, Apt 204, Tampa, FL 33647
John Cell: 813-784-8137, Diana Cell: 813-732-1173
Eleanor Howland - Address: 4000 E. Fletcher Ave., G-214, Tampa, FL 33613 / Phone: 813-988-7467
Libbet Jenkins - Address: 5511 Cannonade Drive, Wesley Chapel, FL 33544
Cindy & Frank Johnson - Address: 1004 Riflecrest Ave., Valrico, FL 33594
JoAnn Ruger McQuaid - Address: 19741 McKabben Lane, Land O’Lakes FL 34638
Phone: 813-766-6881 / email: rugerjoann@gmail.com
Morgan & Grant Miller - Address: 7011 Fieldhurst Court, Alexandria, VA 22315
Deb Noonan - Home Phone: 984-999-4906, Cell Phone: 984-234-1202
Ann Rezabek - Address: 4100 E. Fletcher Ave, Apt 918, Tampa FL 33613
Sue Scully - Address: 8585 Montravail Circle, Apt. 817, Temple Terrace, FL 33637
No home phone / email: susandscully@me.com
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St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church
502 Druid Hills Road
Phone (813)988-6483

Temple Terrace, FL 33617
Email: admin@stcathtt.org

Worship Services
Sunday 8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist
Sunday 10:00 AM - Holy Eucharist with Music

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Staff
The Rev. Allen W. Farabee, Interim Rector
Manon Alewynse, Senior Warden
Diana Grupposo, Parish Administrator
Linda Ruescher, Interim Music Director & Organist
Brenda Menendez, Financial Secretary

Pastoral Emergencies / Hospital Visits
Please let us know if you or other parishioners are in the hospital.
For pastoral emergencies, call the Interim Rector, Fr. Allen W. Farabee, 716-400-7593
Other questions or concerns, contact the Senior Warden, Manon Alewynse, 813-507-1334

Find us on Facebook

Church Email List
We communicate events and
things of interest via email to our
parishioners. If you would like to
be on this list, please fill out the
Welcome card found in the pew
and give it to an usher or contact
the church office. We do not share
this information with anyone.

facebook.com/StCatherinesEpiscopalChurchTempleTerrace/
If you are on our Facebook page, click
“like” and pass the word! Post pictures and
comment and the page will have a wider
audience. We have a policy of not putting
children / youth names with pictures on the
internet, please do not tag anyone under 18.

The Rewarding Formula
Go to www.stcathtt.org and click Resources in the blue bar at the top of the page then click on the
Amazon.com button = commissions for St. Catherine's at no extra cost to you!
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