
April 2021 

Dear People of St. Catherine’s, 

On April 1, the sprinkler system repairman is coming to fix the 

sprinkler system in my yard. For some reason it has stopped 

working, as evidenced by the brownish color of the grass 

around my house.  Most other houses in my neighborhood have 

greener grass surrounding them, even in this dry season of the 

year.  Unhappily, the little control box on the side of my house 

is kaput, or just not working, and my sprinklers don’t turn on as 

they should early on Thursday mornings. 

My brown lawn is an apt metaphor for how life feels about 

now.  At our last Lenten program several of us remarked at 

how tired we are, burned out by the pandemic, dried out like 

brown grass.  Weary with “Zoom” fatigue.  Dry and wasted. 

For some reason I remembered Brahms German Requiem and recalled that the second 

movement begins with these words: 

 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 

 The grass withers, and the flower fades. 

Even as the world begins to open up a little and the light lingers later into the day and we feel 

some hope, we may still feel like brown grass that has not been watered.  Brahms continues in 

his Requiem: 

 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.  The farmer 

 waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until 

 it received the early and later rains. 

Living in Florida, we know very well the cycles of wet and dry seasons.  We know that, soon, 

the fields of dry, brown grass near my house in Wesley Chapel, will be charged with bright 

green and both the early and later rains will replenish the land. 

Easter always presents itself in a burst of flowers, brightness, song and joy.  But what if we 

imagined the grandeur of the world as the green returning to a dry land.  Brahms continues this 

movement of the Requiem: 

 But the word of the Lord endures forever. 
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It is the word of the Lord that remembered Noah, the word of the Lord that called Abraham, 

the word of the Lord that called the people to covenant with him, the word of the Lord that 

called all people to him in Jesus, the word of the Lord that made us whole.  It is the word of the 

Lord that called to Jesus in the quiet of the tomb and said, “Rise and go forth and let the grass 

live again and let the people rejoice.” 

And Johannes Brahms reached into the prophet Isaiah once more and sang: 

 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

It has been a dry and brown, brittle year in this time of pandemic, unrest and turmoil.  We 

could use some rain – early or later – to replenish us.  I’m looking forward to hearing the 

“whoosh” of my sprinklers very soon.  In the performance of Brahms Requiem, this second 

movement, that begins somberly with dry grass, rushes to its conclusion in a great fugue of 

joy, excitement that can hardly be contained.  Not a bad mood for Easter.   

I wish each of you the most joyous Easter, and pray that the early and later rains will refresh 

our lives and bring us hope. 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen 

Allen W. Farabee, Interim Rector 

AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 
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AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

Notes from the Senior Warden 
Storytelling.  Everyone has a family, and every family has a 

story.  “This is Us” chronicles the Pearson family across the 

decades, from Jack (Milo Ventimiglia) and Rebecca (Mandy 

Moore) as young parents in the 1980’s to their 37 year old 

kids, Kevin, Kate, and Randall, searching for love and 

fulfillment in the present day.  This grounded, life-affirming 

“dramedy” reveals how the tiniest events in our lives impact 

who we become, and how the connections we share with 

each other  can  transcend time,  distance and even death.  In  

“One Small Step, this week’s episode, beginning with a flashback to July 20, 1969 when 

the “impossible became possible,” we got a deeper glimpse into the life of Nicky, Jack’s 

socially awkward, horn-rimmed glasses, long haired younger brother who remained in the 

family home after his big brother Jack had left because their father, who was an abusive 

alcoholic, was “better” with their mother when he was around.  We don’t know a lot about 

Nicky except that he had been a medic in Vietnam and that he had not transitioned well 

back into civilian life.  As this week’s story opens, we learn that he lives alone in an old 

trailer from which in 50 years he rarely if ever emerges, that he has received an invitation to 

the Baptism of his nephew Kevin’s twins, and that the boy child was named after him.  

Against all probability, he begins to make plans to attend the Baptism in California, not 

understanding it is actually a Zoom event! 

On Ash Wednesday we were invited to the observance of a Holy Lent.  We’ve been on this 

journey for almost 40 days.  Almost 40 days, but, as Fr. Allen reminded us on Palm 

Sunday, if you’re going to go from ‘here’ to ‘there,’ you have to make the journey, and, 

more likely than not, “If you’re going to go from ‘here’ to ‘there,’ you’re likely to find 

trouble – if you go in the name of God.”  As I write this, we haven’t yet completed that 

journey, but it is there, with all the “anxiety, fear, worry, excitement, hope… that we feel 

when we stand before the stretch we must cross to find peace and healing and life.”  

Nicky’s journey to California to attend the Baptism of his namesake was fraught with 

“trouble,” as was Neil Armstrong’s when Apollo 11 landed on the moon, but when the 

astronaut planted the first human foot on another world with more than half a billion people 

watching on TV, “the impossible became possible.”  When Jesus, mounted on a donkey, 

rode into Jerusalem, he knew there would be “trouble,” but he also knew that he would not 

be alone, as we are never alone on our journey because God is with us always.   



4 

 

AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

Storytelling.  In our Search Process journey to call the 5th Rector of St. Catherine’s, we’ve 

had to go through a lot of “trouble,” getting “from there to here,” and as many of us know, 

it’s that last leg, those last steps that seem the longest.  Despite the pandemic and all else, 

we’ve been blessed on our journey in so many ways, with the leadership of our Interim 

Rector, and with those who have worked on our subcommittees, most recently the Profile 

Subcommittee, to tell the story of our  beloved Par ish.  The Profile is just about 

complete, as is the OTM Portfolio (Office of Transition Ministry).  It is with gratitude that I 

share that there is now a pool of parishioners interested in serving on the Search 

Committee, and they will soon receive applications to complete.  Once the Vestry and 

the Bishop approve the Committee, we will meet in retreat with the Rev’d Canon Richard 

Norman, the Diocesan Transition Minister, after which an “official list of candidates” will 

be sent to the Search Committee to begin its review.    

As we enter the Triduum, the three days commemorating the crucifixion, death and 

resurrection of Jesus, we do so knowing that the hope and joy of Easter is soon to come, 

even though we have yet to get from “here” to “there.”  May we feel God’s presence with 

us as we take the last steps of this journey together. 

In thanksgiving for God’s mercy, and in our hope for salvation, 

Manon Alewynse, Senior Warden 
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AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

Notes from the Treasurer 

Hopefully all or most of our parish has had or have scheduled your Covid-19 Vaccine.    

Financially, our parish is currently on solid ground as long as 

our parishioners continue to honor our pledges for 2021 as we 

have done thus far.  Good news for our parish is that we were 

recently approved a totally foregivable PPP Loan from our 

bank, Pilot Bank.  This is a loan through the federal government 

which will allow us to pay our payroll for ten weeks from this 

loan.  The benefit this will have for St. Catherine’s for 2021 is 

that we will not be forced to take some of the earnings from our 

Endowment Fund to balance our 2021 budget.  This loan will 

enable us to meet all our projected expenses for the year 2021 

without touching the Endowment Fund Earnings. 

Streaming of our weekly 10 AM service on Facebook and YouTube has allowed our 

congregation to reach out to folks who normally would not have access to our parish and to 

that we are grateful.  Our parish has met a lot of new folks, some of whom have become an 

integral part of our congregation, through this process.  We are grateful for those in our 

parish who work hard each week to make that happen and have transformed the tragedy of 

this pandemic into something that will benefit St. Catherine’s in the future and permit 

another means for us to spread God’s word to those who might not have received It 

otherwise. 

As we have stated through several monthly articles in this newsletter there are several 

different ways to make your contribution: 

 You may make your contribution on line through our website at www.stcathtt.org. 

 You may either mail or drop off your contribution to the church office during business 

hours, Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

 You may place your contribution in the collection plate on Sunday. 

It is important for each of us to take care of ourselves and our families during this time of 

pandemic.  Our church family is very important to us and also very supportive.  Our faith 

and trust in our Lord is comforting during these trying times.  We thank each of you for 

your continued support and commitment to St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church.  

May each of you and your families stay healthy and safe.  This too shall pass. 

May the Lord be always with you. 

Terry Bechtel, Treasurer 

http://www.stcathtt.org
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AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

THANK YOU MICHAEL QUIRE 

We offer our best wishes to Michael Quire who will be retiring as the one of the longest 

serving acolytes for St. Catherine’s.  We really appreciate his service to our Parish and 
thank him for his 13 years of dedication as an acolyte. 
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AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

ST. CATHERINE’S IN-PERSON SERVICE 
We celebrate the Eucharist on Sunday at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM. Attendance at our service is currently 

limited to 40 people based on the Bishop’s requirement that we adhere to 6 feet of physical distancing with 

up to 50% of maximum occupancy. To attend in person worship you must wear a mask.  

To reserve your seat: https://signup.com/go/kJaeofw 

 

ST. CATHERINE’S ONLINE SERVICE 
For those unable to join us in person, join us on St. Catherine’s 

Facebook page or YouTube Channel at 10 AM.  

LIVE STREAM UPDATES 

We are using our new equipment and 

software to livestream our services to our 

Facebook page using Facebook Live and 

to our YouTube Channel. We now have a 

team of volunteers who livestream our 

services. We are looking for additional 

people to help. Please contact the our  

Parish Administrator for more 

information. 

Here is an example of what you will see 

on our YouTube channel - videos of past 

services that were streamed and 

upcoming live streams. 

CLICK HERE to access St. 

Catherine’s YouTube channel.  

 

YOUR GENEROSITY 
At the beginning of Lent the request was made for the 1000 Days of Love from the Episcopal Relief & 

Development. Donations submitted that first week in Lent totaled $165. We know some made donations 

directly to ERD. Thank you! 

Bishop Dabney Smith was with us on March 21st to confirm Hirama Auguste who is a member of St. 

Catherine’s as well as three confirmands from Church of the Ascension in Clearwater. Donations submitted 

for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund totaled $265. Thank you! 

https://signup.com/go/kJaeofw
https://www.facebook.com/StCatherinesEpiscopalChurchTempleTerrace/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYcZylX6Pcbj6HVCUkjln0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYcZylX6Pcbj6HVCUkjln0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYcZylX6Pcbj6HVCUkjln0w
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AROUND ST. CATHERINE’S 

WEEKLY CENTERING PRAYER ZOOM MEETINGS 
Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina: Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 AM  

Centering Prayer: Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 6:30 PM  

Email Renee Graham, rgraham618@gmail.com to be added to the Zoom invitee list. 

WISDOM PRACTICE CIRCLE ZOOM MEETING 
The Zoom Wisdom Practice Circle meets on the 3rd Saturday, April 17th at 3:00 PM.  

Email Carol Harlow, walker_52_@msn.com to be added to the Zoom invitee list. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: WEDNESDAY MORNING, 11:00 AM  
Fr. Allen invites you to join him for a Zoom Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM. Let us feed 

our minds and souls and spend some time with the scriptures. We will look at the readings appointed for the 

coming Sunday. No preparation is needed.  Just find a Bible – any translation – and join us! Click here to join 

the Zoom Bible Study. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Please join us on Facebook for a weeklong discussion/blog 

Adult Christian Education @ St. Catherine’s and click on “Join Group” 
 

NEXT OPPORTUNITY FOR BAPTISM 

The next opportunity for Baptism is the Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2021.  

Please speak Fr. Allen Farabee if you would like to be baptized or contact the Church Office. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL FOOD PANTRY 
St. Catherine's supports the Corpus Christi Society of St. Vincent de Paul food pantry. The food donations 

helps those in Temple Terrace and surrounding communities with food insecurities.  Place donations of non-

perishable food items in the shopping baskets in the church entrance. The food pantry also needs clean empty 

egg cartons and plastic grocery bags. 

SUGGESTED FOOD DONATIONS 

Peanut Butter Powdered Milk 

Canned Vegetables Canned Pasta Sauce 

Beans - canned or dry Canned Fruit 

Canned Soup Canned Meat / Tuna 

Cereal  

mailto:rgraham618@gmail.com?subject=Centering%20Prayer%20Zoom%20Meeting
mailto:walker_52_@msn.com?subject=Wisdom%20Practice%20Circle%20Zoom%20Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82788837742?pwd=ZzRhcjZqV2FmZU5ZQTlQYWxYQVR4Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82788837742?pwd=ZzRhcjZqV2FmZU5ZQTlQYWxYQVR4Zz09
https://www.facebook.com/groups/267426673798196/
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Our Community 

2021 HOPE Nehemiah Action - Hillsborough County has HOPE for Justice 

1800 computers, tablets or smart phones were connected in a Zoom meeting that brought together 24 faith 

communities working for justice. At this annual meeting HOPE invited county commissioners, the state 

attorney, public defender, chief judge and clerk of the court to hear HOPE identify community issues and 

ask for their support in seeking solutions. Here is what HOPE is working on and what they asked stake 

holders to support. 

Access to Mental Health and Addiction Services 

Hillsborough County has a behavioral health crisis. Daycare Community Assessments consistency identify 

Mental Health and Substance Use disorder as a top health priority. The Departments of Health (DOH) in 

Hillsborough and surrounding counties developed a coordinated implementation plan to address Behavioral 

Health as their top priority. Our county jail is a warehouse for people with mental health and addiction 

challenges with 40% on psychotropic medications for serious mental illness and 80% have co-occuring 

mental illness and addiction. Lack of services, high cost of services, lack of transportation and lack of 

stable housing all create barriers to access to mental health and addiction services. 

HOPE asked County Commissioners Kemp, Overman and Smith to work with county staff to identify local 

funds in the 2022 County Budget to establish an internationally accredited Recovery Through Work 

Clubhouse, which is a proven best practice model for promoting the economic and social stability of people 

with severe mental illness. All the commissioners agreed and also agreed to meet with HOPE in May to 

discuss the request further. 

Criminal Justice Reform 

Youth Civil Citations: When a child receives a civil citation, they are twice as likely not to reoffend, 

and it saves taxpayers $4,600 per civil citation. The civil citation program effectively holds children 

accountable for their actions by requiring community service and counseling while avoiding a damaging 

arrest record. Successful youth civil citation programs in other counties have secondary eligibility 

screening that successfully diverts children who are eligible. HOPE asked State Attorney Warren, Public 

Defender Holt, Chief Judge Ficarrotta and Clerk of Court Stuart if they would encourage and work with 

other stakeholders to implement secondary eligibility screening to reduce arrests for children. They all 

agreed.  

Reducing Adult Arrests: They also agreed to work with HOPE to find ways to reduce adult ar rests 

for minor offenses. Too many adults are arrested for first time nonviolent misdemeanors causing financial 

difficulties for individuals, their families and the community.  

Systemic Bias in Policing: Many HOPE members told stor ies of either  themselves or  family members 

being stopped by law enforcement because of the color of their skin. Warren, Holt, Ficarrota and Stuart 

agreed to attend a summit with a professor from Northeastern University who has worked with law 

enforcement agencies to create a stop data collection form to record all law enforcement interactions to 

analyze the data to identify instances of bias in policing. This methodology  of tracking, analyzing, and 

communication with the community has successfully built trust between law enforcement and the 

community. 

This was a very successfully evening for HOPE and our community! If you have any questions, please 

contact Carol Harlow, walker_52_@msn.com 
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HOLY      

WEEK 

01-Apr-2021 

Maundy Thursday 

02-Apr-2021 

Good Friday 

03-Apr-2021 Great 

Vigil 

Noon Reader  Diana Grupposo  

7 PM Reader 1 Brandon Devoll Paul Johnson  

7 PM Reader 2 Ellen Buckley Manon Alewynse  

8 PM Reader 1   Rory Eubank 

8 PM Reader 2   Bernice Hull 

8 PM Reader 3   Paul Johnson 

8 PM Reader 4   Ronelle Norris 

Usher Don Clark  Juana Delgado Miller 

Acolyte(s) Ronelle Norris  Michael Quire 

Live Stream Diana Grupposo Jeff Boe Brandon Devoll 

Holy Week SERVICE SPOT 
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SUNDAY 04-Apr-2021  11-Apr-2021 18-Apr-2021 25-Apr-2021 

8 AM 

Reader 
Susan Gough Bernice Hull Ronelle Norris Diana Grupposo 

8 AM 

Usher 
John Grupposo Walt Williams Don Clark John Grupposo 

10 AM 

Reader 1 
Jess Wiggins Paul Johnson Rory Eubank Brandon Devoll 

10 AM 

Reader 2  
Ellen Buckley Brandon Devoll Paul Johnson Rory Eubank 

10 AM  

Usher 
Terry Bechtel Donna LaMettery Steve Armstrong Milton Temple 

10 AM 

Acolyte  

Abigail Kolka  

Bridgette Kolka 
Ashley Riefler Michael Grant Kate Grant 

Livestream Steve Armstrong Diana Grupposo Brandon Devoll Tiffany Grant 

Altar Guild All Team B Team C Team D 

Counters 
Brenda Hunter 

Joann Ruger  

Bernice Hull 

Joann Ruger 

Bernice Hull 

Joann Ruger 

Bernice Hull 

Terry Bechtel 

APRIL SERVICE SPOT 
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April 4, 2021 EASTER April 4, 2021 still available 

April 11, 2021 still available April 11, 2021 Joan Kaywell 

April 18, 2021 still available April 18, 2021 Grupposo 

April 25, 2021 Morgan Eubank April 25, 2021 Grupposo 

May 2, 2021 still available May 2, 2021 still available 

May 9, 2021 still available May 9, 2021 Sandra Boehning 

May 16, 2021 still available May 16, 2021 still available 

May 23, 2021 still available May 23, 2021 Sandra Boehning 

May 30, 2021 still available May 30, 2021 still available 

June 6, 2021 Eleanor Wells June 6, 2021 Ronelle Norris 

June 13, 2021 still available June 13, 2021 still available 

June 20, 2021 still available June 20, 2021 Grupposo 

June 27, 2021 still available June 27, 2021 still available 

July 4, 2021 still available July 4, 2021 Sandra Boehning 

Suggested Donation $10 Suggested Donation $50 

ALTAR FLOWERS and SANCTUARY CANDLE 

A beautiful and powerful way to remember our loved ones and to celebrate our families and friends. 

Sign up for Altar Flowers or the Sanctuary Candle by clicking on the following link: www.SignUp.Org. 

Mike Duffey  04/01 

Carla Bourne 04/05 

Barbara Branch 04/07 

Doug Riefler 04/09 

Amy Rose 04/11 

Carol Harlow 04/12 

Eddie Wheatley 04/13 

Kiersten Carpenter 04/15  

Abby Vanderveen 04/15 

Brenda Menendez 04/21 

Lesley Spencer 04/24 

Eleanor Wells 04/24 

Noah West 04/24 

Scott Benner 04/25 

Rory Eubank 04/25 

Frank Hansen 04/25 

Kadren Hoyte 04/25 

Renaldo Hoyte 04/25 

Nelson Gough 04/30 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

Elizabeth & Shane Ward  04/10 

Carol & Terry Bechtel 04/20 

Frank & Patti Hansen 04/24 

https://signup.com/go/RZCDMmo
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Please inform the Church Office of any changes in your address, phone number or e-mail.   

If your birthday or anniversary is not included in the celebration list, it is because we do not have that 

information. Contact the church to update at 813-988-6483 or email Admin@stcathtt.org.  Thank you! 

Directory Updates 
We will keep a running list for corrections to the directory.   

NEW changes will be in RED with a star.   

Chris & Ellen Buckley - Address: 1211 N. Riverhills Dr. Temple Terrace FL 33617 

 Cell phone: 813-495-5709 (no home phone), Email: ellensb5891@gmail.com  

Sybil & Bert Catala - Address: 11312 Linarbor Place. Temple Terrace FL 33617 

Allen Currie - Address: 4000 E. Fletcher Avenue Apt. E-107, Tampa  FL  33613 

Diana & John Grupposo - Address: 18934 Pebble Links Cir, Apt 204, Tampa, FL 33647 

                    John Cell: 813-784-8137, Diana Cell: 813-732-1173 

Eleanor Howland - Address: 4000 E. Fletcher Ave., G-214, Tampa, FL 33613 / Phone: 813-988-7467 

Libbet Jenkins - Address: 5511 Cannonade Drive, Wesley Chapel, FL 33544 

Cindy & Frank Johnson - Address: 1004 Riflecrest Ave., Valrico, FL 33594 

Deb Noonan - Home Phone: 984-999-4906, Cell Phone: 984-234-1202 

Ann Rezabek - Address: 4100 E. Fletcher Ave, Apt 918, Tampa FL 33613 

JoAnn Ruger - email: jruger@gmail.com 

Sue Scully - Address: 8585 Montravail Circle, Apt. 817, Temple Terrace, FL 33637 

                    No home phone, email; susandscully@me.com  

 

HELP WANTED - COMPANION FOR BARBARA BRANCH.   

Tuesday & Thursday 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM.  Pay $10/hr.  Not expected to do any work. 

Female, High School Senior or Older.  $40/wk easy spending money.   Contact LEO 

BRANCH 813-988-6255. Address is 509 Broxburn Ave., close to Riverhills 

School. 

Directory UPDATES 

mailto:admin@sttcathtt.org
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St. Catherine of Alexandria Episcopal Church 
502 Druid Hills Road   Temple Terrace, FL  33617 

 Phone (813)988-6483                 Email: admin@stcathtt.org   

Worship Services  

Sunday 8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday 10:00 AM - Holy Eucharist with Music 

Second Thursday 7:00 PM - Contemplative Service  

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Allen W. Farabee, Interim Rector 

Manon Alewynse, Senior Warden 

Diana Grupposo, Parish Administrator 

Rachel Rubottom, Christian Formation Director  

Linda Ruescher, Interim Music Director & Organist 

Brenda Menendez, Financial Secretary 

Pastoral Emergencies / Hospital Visits 
Please let us know if you or other parishioners are in the hospital.   

For pastoral emergencies, call the Interim Rector Fr. Allen W. Farabee, 716-400-7593 

Other questions or concerns, contact the Senior Warden,  Manon Alewynse, 813-507-1334 

Church Email List  

We communicate events and 

things of interest via email to our 

parishioners. If you would like to 

be on this list, please fill out the 

Welcome card found in the pew 

and give it to an usher or contact 

the church office. We do not share 

this information with anyone.   

Find us on Facebook 

facebook.com/StCatherinesEpiscopalChurchTempleTerrace/  

If you are on our Facebook page, click 

“like” and pass the word! Post pictures and 

comment and the page will have a wider 

audience. We have a policy of not putting 

children / youth names with pictures on the 

internet, please do not tag anyone under 18.   

The Rewarding Formula 

 

Go to www.stcathtt.org and click Resources in the blue bar at the top of the page then click on the 

Amazon.com button = commissions for St. Catherine's at no extra cost to you! 

mailto:admin@sttcathtt.org
mailto:admin@stcathtt.org?subject=Add%20me%20to%20your%20mailing%20lists
https://www.facebook.com/StCatherinesEpiscopalChurchTempleTerrace/
https://www.facebook.com/StCatherinesEpiscopalChurchTempleTerrace/
http://www.stcathtt.org/

